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YTHE GUIDE Austr biggest guide (o, products and services’ ]
7 period home renovatoys-and restorers, THE - SERVICES We not only show
| you the goods, we'll-tell you where to:buy them and wholl install the-m’.‘:, HE.
- PROPUCTS Features more than 5,000 _restoration products for. ILerio

and exterior, from ceiling to floor, from garden to gargoyle.




PATIENCE REWARDED

It isn't surprising that this Federation house was chosen as PHR’s Home
of the Year for 2000, given the extraordinary lengths its owners went to.

to ensure the house gleamed afresh with authentie period detail.
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imon and Terri were delighted to find this large Fed-
Svr;uiun home designed in 1903 by Ussher & Kemp, a
leading architectural firm of the period. Tt was in virtually
original condition in one of the most sought after leafy
streets in Melbourne, It was also, fitingly. a stone’s throw
from the church where the couple were married and
their children christened.

One of the hallmarks of Ussher & Kemp's designs was
the interesting use of angles as they steadfastly rejected
symmetry, and this house confirms this in its plan and in
the layout and shape of its rooms (none are square). Char
actenistically, fireplaces are located off center or at an
angle. This gives the house a dynamic and warm feel,
for all its large rooms, rather than a stiff formality

At every step, Terri and Simon sought to preserve
and restore the onginal, or replace with original from the
period, rather than reproduction. A time-consuming and
costly procedure, it has paid off with a sense of solidity
and truthfulness that pervades the home

Extensive research of the period was a crucial factor.
Their zeal for authenticity led them to visit several other

Ussher & Kemp residences in order to become more

familiar with the various features and techniques they
employed. In particular, the new mahogany staircase is
a scaled down version of one in the nearby Gables
Reception Centre, also orniginally designed by Ussher &
Kemp. The vaulted timber ceiling over the stainwell is
also a distinctive detail often used by Ussher & Kemp.
When the upstairs room was created in the roof void by
a previous owner, a narrow staircase had been built in
what was a hall cupboard, jutting out awkwardly into
the hall

Temn and Simon reinstated the hall cupboard and relo-
cated the stairwell in a more accommaodating position. “We

had the staircase French polished, rather than polyureth-

aned, as scratches and nicks are more easily touched up.”

At the back of the house, a series of service rooms
needed o make way for a new family room, meals area
and kitchen. An ensuite added in the 1970s was 0o small
and needed 1o be re-built. Upstairs, they wanted to create
two bedrooms, a bathroom and rumpus area for children
Georgie and James.

The extension was designed by Peter Jackson Build-
ing Design, and his award winning design (Best Heritage
Design and Best Residential Alterations and Additions
for 2000, awarded by the Building Designers Association
of Victoria) was sympathetic to blending the new areas
with the existing period features.

For the family room extension, the owners wanted to
create a sense of partition between each of the meals, the
kitchen and the family room areas. To achieve this, a
huge second vaulted timber ceiling (nicknamed ‘the velo
drome’) has been installed over the bay window, defining
he meals area.

A fretwork arch that spans the entire width of the
room (matching the fretwork arches on the external
verandas), separates the family room and kitchen from
cach other. A walk-in pantry has been incorporated in
the space located under the staircase. “The pantry is so
spacious — about the size of our previous very compact
Kitchen — that initially I would just work inside it. Simon
would joke that 1 was allowed out!” says Terri. Polished
Sydney blue gum flooring has been used throughout the
extension for its hardness and rich colour.

ferri and Simon had been anxious to find a builder
who would empathize with the project. Kieran O'Donnell
of Hardran Industries had plenty of experience with period
home restorations, and sensing that they were now in
good hands, Teri and Simon set about searching demoli-

tion vards and second hand dealers for additional items.
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